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Courts will not assume jurisdiction of actions arising under foreign laws if enforcement 
would be against the public policy of the forum or against good morals, natural justice, or 
the general interests of the people of the forum. 


The courts of a state will not assume jurisdiction of actions arising under the laws of another state 
or country if enforcement would be against the public policy of the forum jurisdiction! as against 


good morals, natural justice, or the general interests of the people of the forum.” The law of the 


forum state generally applies in case of a conflict, but even in the case of a conflict, the forum 


state's public policy may yield in the face of a strong assertion of interest by the other jurisdiction.° 
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The forum policy is to be found in the constitution, statutes, and judicial decisions of the State’ and 
the prevailing attitudes of the community. There is no public policy conflict when the substantive 
law of the forum is virtually identical,° and a mere dissimilarity in the law of the forum is not 


sufficient to render enforcement opposed to public policy.’ 


The public policy exception has no application when the law of the other jurisdiction is federal 


law.® 
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